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The University of Lucerne and the Doctoral Program Democracy Studies 
are pleased to invite young scholars to the 
6th Swiss Summer School Democracy Studies on

POLITICS AND DEMOCRACY IN THE DIGITAL AGE

Lucerne, 24  – 28 June 2019

The Summer School gathers academics with a common interest in the       
complex challenges democracy faces today. It provides a unique setting for 
young scholars to discuss their research with renowned experts.

Who Can Apply  The Summer School is open to doctoral students, 
postdocs and advanced master students worldwide in political science, 
political philosophy, media and communication science, and related 
disciplines. Participation is competitive and limited to 20 young scholars.

Fee The registration fee is CHF 700. It includes participation in all        
academic sessions and social activities as well as accommodation, coffee 
breaks and lunches. A reduced fee applies to applicants whose host 
institution is a member of the Swiss PhD-Network Democracy 
Studies. A small number of grants is available for excellent applicants.

Deadline  The deadline for application is March 1, 2019. 
Notifications of acceptance will be sent by April 15, 2019.

How to Apply  Detailed information and the application form are 
available at www.ipz.uzh.ch/en/s3ds
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SWISS SUMMER SCHOOL DEMOCRACY STUDIES

Contact  democracyschool@ipz.uzh.ch



The Topic  The Summer School focuses on digitalization, which   
strongly affects democracy at its core by changing the ways political  
actors, processes, and institutions work and develop. While increasing 
numbers of studies in the social sciences deal with the theoretical 
and empirical implications of this trend, digitalization also affects the   
methodological toolboxes of researchers, allowing them to study new 
forms of data through new forms of means. Accordingly, the Summer 
School offers new insights into both, substantive and methodological 
innovations caused and enabled by digitalization in politics and 
science. More specifically, it draws attention to: 

• Digitalization and Democratic Theory
• Political Attitudes and Behavior
• Political Polarization
• Campaigning and Social Media

The Program  The Summer School comprises an intensive 
program of lectures, seminars and young scholars‘ presentations.         
Five teaching days are scheduled, which will focus on four particular 
themes related to the overall topic.

24 – 28 JUNE 2019, LUCERNE, SWITZERLANDSWISS SUMMER SCHOOL DEMOCRACY STUDIES

The teaching days consist of two parts, lectures and workshops.  
The lectures will be given by internationally renowned scholars.  In the 
workshops, young scholars will present their individual research on the 
basis of a paper which will be discussed intensively by the experts in their 
field.

While young scholars attend each lecture and workshop, they 
apply for the workshop in which they wish to present their paper.

Subject Areas Local Experts International Experts 

Digitalization and Democratic 
Theory

Joachim Blatter
(University of Lucerne)

Thorsten Thiel
(Weizenbaum Institute for the 
Networked Society, Berlin Social 
Science Center)

Voting Advice Applications:     
Methodological Development 
and Impact Assessment

Diego Garzia
(University of Lucerne)

Stefaan Walgrave
(University of Antwerp) 

Political Polarization in the 
Digital Age

Denise Traber
(University of Lucerne)

Pablo Barberá 
(London School of Economics and 
Political Science)

Computational Social Science  
Advances in Research on 
Democratic Actors and Processes

Alexander Trechsel
(University of Lucerne) 

Luigi Curini
(University of Milan)

Exciting social activities will complement the teaching days.

Credits  Three ECTS credits will be awarded for participation in the 
full academic program. 


