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The University of Zurich and the Doctoral Program Democracy Studies 
are pleased to invite junior scholars to the 
5th Swiss Summer School Democracy Studies on

POPULISM

Zurich, Switzerland, 11 – 15 June 2018

The Summer School gathers academics with a common interest in the 
complex challenges democracy faces today. It provides a unique setting 
for junior scholars to discuss their research with renowned experts.

Who Can Apply  The Summer School is open to doctoral students 
worldwide in political science, political philosophy, media and 
communication science, and related disciplines. Participation is 
competitive and is limited to a maximum of 20 doctoral students.

Fee The registration fee is CHF 700 and it includes accommodation, 
participation in all academic sessions, lunches and social activities. 
A reduced fee applies to doctoral students whose host institution is 
a member of the Swiss PhD-Network Democracy Studies. A small 
number of grants will be available.

Deadline  The deadline for application is March 1, 2018. 
Notifications of acceptance will be sent by April 1, 2018.

How to Apply  Detailed information and the application form are 
available at www.ipz.uzh.ch/en/s3ds
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SWISS SUMMER SCHOOL DEMOCRACY STUDIES

Contact  For more information about the Summer School, please 
email Doreen Spörer-Wagner at spoerer@ipz.uzh.ch



The Topic  The Summer School will focus on populism from a 
multi-disciplinary perspective ranging from its relationship and 
challenge to democracy, the style of populist communication in 
politics and the media, to micro and macro aspects of this political 
phenomenon. It addresses individual attitudes on which populist 
support is based and socio-economic, cultural and institutional 
conditions making its success likely in a comparative and historical 
perspective. The Summer School is thus a unique occasion to gain 
an encompassing view of populism in its variety:

• Populist Democracy
• Populist Cultures 
• Populist Communication 
• Populist Media
• Populist Attitudes 

The Program  The Summer School comprises an intensive 
program of lectures, seminars and doctoral students‘ presentations. 
Five teaching days are scheduled, each of which will focus on a 
particular theme related to the overall topic.

11– 15 JUNE 2018 ZURICH, SWITZERLANDSWISS SUMMER SCHOOL DEMOCRACY STUDIES

Each teaching day consists of two parts, a lecture and a workshop. 
The lectures will be given by two internationally renowned scholars. 
In the workshops, doctoral students will present their individual 
research on the basis of a paper which will be discussed intensively 
by the experts in their field.

While doctoral students attend each lecture and workshop, they 
apply for the workshop in which they wish to present their paper.

Teaching Day Local Experts International Experts 

Populist Democracy Francis Cheneval
(University of Zurich)

Simone Chambers
(University of California)

Populist Cultures Daniele Caramani
(University of Zurich)

David Art
(Tufts University)

Populist Communication Regula Hänggli and 
Caroline Dalmus
(University of Fribourg)

Agnieszka Stepinska 
(AM University Poznan)

Populist Media Frank Esser
(University of Zurich)

Michael Hameleers
(University of Amsterdam)

Populist Attitudes Marco Steenbergen
(University of Zurich)

Agnes Akkerman and 
Andrej Zaslove
(Radboud University Nijmegen)

An attractive social program will complement the teaching days.

Credits  Three ECTS credits will be awarded for participation in the 
full academic program. 


